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only	God	 for	being	alive	and	 in	one	piece,”	 she	 says.	Such	an	 inci-













Not	 many	 deminers	 who	 have	 had	 a	 similar	 experience	 have	 gone	






cared	 for	how	many	 square	meters	we	cleared.”	Bogdany	 says	 that	
as	 a	 result	 of	 the	 experience,	 she	 promised	 herself	 that	 if	 she	 ever	
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[ Mine Action Information Center ]
lesson	 plans,	 multimedia	 presentations,	
and	 training	aids	 to	provide	practical	 and	
technical	training	to	up	to	200	students	at	






In	 200,	 the	 program	 graduated	 over	
30	students,	including		Iraqi	officers	and	





trained	 to	EOD	Levels	 I	 and	 II.	RONCO	
also	 developed	 a	 database	 of	 the	 students’	
qualifications	 for	 use	 in	 maintaining	 re-










With	 technical	 advice	 from	 RONCO	
personnel,	the	IMCO	instructor	cadre	con-
tinues	 to	 conduct	 these	 training	 courses.	
In	 2006,	 RONCO	 expects	 to	 train	 ap-
proximately	 1	 IED	 Disposal	 Specialists	
to	locate,	identify,	dispose	of	and	report	on	
UXO	 and	 IEDs,	 vehicle-borne	 IEDs	 and	
other	 explosive	 threats	 persisting	 in	 Iraq;	
another	 60	 EOD	 Level	 II	 Operators	 and	
30	advanced	medical	personnel	will	also	be	
trained.	 Additionally,	 RONCO	 will	 train	
and	 mentor	 a	 0-person	 Iraqi	 instructor	
cadre	 in	EOD	and	IEDD	to	establish	a	vi-
able	host-nation	training	capability.
The Expanding Role of
Mine Action
RONCO’s	guys	are	never	hesitant	or	ill-
equipped	 for	 a	 mission,	 whether	 it’s	 a	 task	
to	 destroy	 mines,	 empty	 a	 bunker	 filled	 to	
the	brim	with	rockets	or	respond	to	an	IED	
threat.	 In	 their	 careers,	 they	 have	 defused,	
disarmed	 and	 destroyed	 it	 all	 and	 effec-
tively	transferred	these	skills	 to	host-nation	
personnel.	 Oftentimes,	 RONCO	 Advisors	
work	alongside	these	people	to	mentor	them	
every	 step	 of	 the	 way,	 assisting	 in	 stacking	
ordnance	 for	on-site	detonation	or	hoisting	
munitions	 onto	 a	 truck	 for	 transport	 to	 a	
central	disposal	site.	
As	 evidenced	 in	 the	 company’s	 recent	
post-conflict	experiences	in	Afghanistan	and	
Iraq,	RONCO	has	created	specialized	EOD	





added	 component	 to	 safeguard	 RONCO’s	
people	while	fulfilling	its	commitment	to	the	
host	 nation	 and	 a	 testament	 to	 its	 commit-
ment	to	this	expanding	mine-action	role.
See Endnotes, page 112
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Patent Sought for Explosive-eating Fungus
Robert Riggs of Texas has filed a patent for pellets of dormant fungal spores that could 
be mixed with explosives before being loaded into an explosive package. The dry spores 
remain dormant until moisture in the air travels down the wick of an unexploded package 
and germinates the spores. 
The fungus, a white-rot variety of Phlebia radiate, then devours the explosive material inside 
the bomb, rendering it harmless. Should the explosive detonate, the fungus disintegrates 
with the material.  
By allowing manufacturers to control the content of the explosive-pellet mixture, they will 
be able to determine how long an unexploded package will be left dangerous.
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organization,	 APOPO,	 utilizes	 a	 unique	 approach	 to	 finding	
landmines.	In	Tanzania	and	Mozambique,	mine-detection	rats	
are	now	being	used.	






by Bart Weetjens [ APOPO ] and
Jina Kim [ Mine Action Information Center]
APOPO is a Belgian-African nongovernmen-
tal organization that trains rats to be at new 
mine-detection tool. The authors describe 
the basic idea behind this unique concept.
Just Patient Teachers
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What	 we	 all	 can	 and	 have	 to	 do	 is	 learn	 some-










Thinking about the Future 
“My	 involvement	 in	 mine	 action	 has	
developed	 much	 quicker	 and	 deeper	 than	
I	 thought	 it	 would,”	 says	 Bogdany.	 “I	 be-
came	a	Team	Leader	in	just	1	months.	I’ve	
met	and	become	friends	with	many	people	
who	 are	 also	 involved	 in	 mine	 action.	 I	
have	 gained	 more	 confidence	 in	 myself.”	




Bogdany	 remembers	 a	 long	 talk	 she	
had	with	her	sister,	Emilija,	who	retired	
from	 demining	 when	 she	 got	 married.	
“She	 told	 me	 one	 thing	 and	 I	 think	
about	 it	every	now	and	then.	She	told	
me	 that	 it	 was	 when	 she	 quit	 demin-
ing	that	she	realized	for	the	first	time	
how	dangerous	the	job	is.	She	is	more	
concerned	 for	 me	 now	 than	 she	 was	




Where do you see mine action in the next 10 to 20 years, and where do you 





Since	 I	 prefer	fieldwork	 to	office	work,	 I	 see	myself	 somewhere	 in	 a	Third-
World	country	working	for	an	NGO	[nongovernmental	organization]	as	a	super-
visor,	perhaps	as	a	demining	instructor.	I	also	see	myself	becoming	more	involved	
in	mine-risk	education.If money and other obstacles were no object, how would you go about deal-
ing with the world’s mine problem?If	money	were	no	object,	hypothetically	speaking,	we	wouldn’t	have	a	problem	
with	 landmines	because	war	would	be	 an	 enigma	 to	people.	Almost	 every	war	
begins	because	of	money	and	material	possessions.	Only	one	war	started	where	
money	wasn’t	involved—the	Trojan	War.What do you feel are areas in the demining world that can be improved?
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